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502 Mr. Chandler's Oration. [Oct. 

7. — The Morals of Freedom. An Oration delivered before the 
Authorities of the City of Boston, July 4th, 1844. By 
Peleg W. Chandler. Boston: John H. Eastburn, 
City Printer. 8vo. pp. 54. 

The author of this excellent discourse, one of the most distin- 
guished among the young lawyers of Boston, has done honor to 
himself, and justice to the occasion, by the manly tone and style 
of his address. The promptings of national vanity, and the 
claims of an exaggerated patriotism, have been equally set aside 
by him, for the teachings of wisdom and truth. The fulsome 
flattery, with which Fourth of July orators have very generally 
been in the habit of entertaining their audiences, has been made 
to give place to better and wiser views ; to the lessons and 
warnings of experience ; to admonitions upon our national faults, 
and to the inculcation of a higher system of national morality 
and honor. While, on the one hand, the orator does not fail to 
see the faults and follies which our popular organizations have 
often manifested, — on the other, he does not fall into the strain of 
sinister forebodings, which many eminent citizens feel it impos- 
sible to avoid, in contemplation of the outbreaks of that anarchi- 
cal spirit, with which the history of recent times has been in 
some quarters mournfully signalized. He sees, through all the 
confusions of the age, strong grounds for encouragement and 
hope. Not agreeing wholly with some of his representations of 
the tendencies of the times, especially on one or two questions of 
education, we yet think he has, in the main, seized the truth, 
and given it utterance, with equal precision, boldness, and 
sincerity. 

Those who are familiar with Mr. Chandler's previous writings, 
especially with the volumes of Trials, and his articles in the Law 
Reporter, will naturally expect to find his style possessing the 
capital requisites of clearness, force, purity, and generous elo- 
quence. This oration is written in his best manner, and de 
serves, from its various merits of style and matter, to enjoy a 
more enduring reputation than commonly falls to the lot of 
American " demonstrative " exhibitions. 



